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ORITAL 


Does It Make a Difference? 


Two rooms! ! 
In each there is a body. 


One is an operating room. The other is a 
dissecting hall. 


In the operating room the body on the table 
is that of a living person. Because there is 
life there is hope. Because of life there is tender 
care. Because of life procedures are carried out 
to preserve and strengthen that life. 


In the dissecting hall a dead body lies on 
the table. There anatomical structures and 
pathological tissues are examined. Because no 
life is present the attitude of the scientist is 
different from that of the surgeon in the operat- 
ing room. 


True, the surgeon received part of his train- 
ing in the dissecting hall. But, his attitude to 
the living is entirely different from his attitude 
to the body from which life has departed. Sup- 
pose one should forget in which room he is 
working, and, instead of a skilfully performed 
operation a cold-blooded dissection was carried 
out. The result would be tragic. 


< * * * 


How shall we approach the Bible, as a living 


Book, or as a human document? The attitude 
of approach makes a vast difference. Shall I 
sit in judgment on the Scriptures, or do I stand 
judged by them? 


Textual criticism is a necessary and justified 
part of the study of the Word of God. But, a 
critical approach which is based on the presup- 
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biggest “boner.” 


position that the prophetic and supernatural 
are to be qualified or ruled out means an in- 
evitable distortion of findings and a failure to 
appropriate spiritual truth. 


We return to this question of attitude be- 
cause it is so vitally important. Where there is 
faith, there the Spirit of God works in power. 
Spiritual power is our greatest need in attempt- 
ing to do God’s work. L.N.B. 


The World’s Biggest “Boner” 


Many years ago a World’s Series game was 
lost because a player failed to touch second 
base. 


History is replete with “boners” which have © 


caused mirth, dismay, or sorrow. 


But the greatest ‘“‘boner’” of all the ages was 
Satan’s instigation of those who betrayed and 
crucified our Lord. In that act of malignant 
hate the Devil spelled out his own doom and 
ultimate destruction. 


That our Lord died on the cross by design— 
that His death for our sins was determined in 
the counsels of eternity—in no way lessens the 


fact that he died at the hands of men, and, these | 


men were inspired to their evil deed by Satan. 


The Devil is a mysterious being, great in 
power and intensely active. But, he has his 
limitations. His ultimate end has been deter- 
mined by God. That he brought to consum- 
mation the means of his own destruction is 
more than poetic justice - it was the world’s 
L.N.B. 
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Foreign Policy—Based on 
Circumstances or Principle? 


On several occasions we have written edi- 
torials having to do with our foreign policy, 
not that this Journal should concern itself pri- 
marily with such matters, but because our na- 
tion and the cause of Christ is involved, insofar 
as our relationships with Communist. Russia are 
concerned. | 

We know only too well how limited is our 
grasp of world affairs. Only those within the 
group dealing daily with the problems are aware 
of many of them. | 

However, it would seem that there are basic 
principles on which our foreign policy should 
be established. Also, the present failure of our 
policies to produce a “just and durable peace” 
is there for all to see. | 

It may be unfair to say that our policy, so 
far as Russia is concerned, has been based on 
opportunism. But, it has been based on im- 
mediate circumstances, rather than principle. 


Because we gear our policy to the conditions 
which exist at a particular time we have the 
unhappy experience of constantly finding our- 
selves off-balance. This confuses at home and 
greatly harms American prestige abroad. 


If, by the grace of God, we should fix our 
foreign policy firmly on a basis of Christian 
principle it could do great good. We have said 
before and we believe it to be a demonstrable 
fact that our present recognition of Russia and 
other Communist regimes is their greatest single 
asset in advancing their power and control in 
the world. | 

Break all diplomatic relations with Commu- 
nist governments and we would soon see revul- 
sions against them in the areas they now dom- 
inate, and, a moral and spiritual shot in the 
arm would accrue to free peoples and those who 
desire to be free all over the world. 3 


Nothing would do more to bring to light the 
infiltration which has already taken place in 
our own country. This subversive influence 
has affected some who do not have the slightest 
idea that they have themselves succumbed to 
propaganda so skillfully spread abroad by those 
who have a long-range plan and who gear their 
activities to that plan. This is not to impugn 
the motives of such individuals and groups. They 
are often innocent of evil intent and blind to 
their own indoctrination. 


But, such a return to principle as the basis of 
foreign policy would go far to clearing the at- 
mosphere at home and abroad. Most of all, it 
would hasten the processes whereby the seeds 
of self-destruction, inherent in Communism, 
might germinate and bring forth fruit. 


We believe that Communism is a demoniacally 
inspired and directed ideology. ‘That it prospers 
on the woes and failures of mankind in no 
way vitiates the fact that it is a monstrous evil, 
against God, enslaving man and offering “se- 
curity” at the price of everything man has count- 
ed precious in the past. 


If a principle is involved, and we believe that 
such is the case, then let us return to principle 
and turn away from the quicksands of a foreign 
policy based primarily on immediate circum- 
stances. 


Otherwise we will continue to be constantly 
caught off-balance. Some day this could prove 
disastrous. .N.B. 


A Lesson From Pompeii: 
Which Doors Were Closed 
for Fear of the Jews? 


This morning, as we look from the balcony 
of our hotel, Vesuvius towers above the blue 
waters at Naples, quiet and dignified, clad in 
her cap of clouds and her gown of snow. But 
her wide gaping crater testifies to a day when 
she was neither quiet nor peaceful, and our 
visits to Pompeii and Herculaneum confirmed 
this tragic tale of terror. In 79 A.D., the mighty 
volcano burst into action, burying Pompeii 
alive under a rain of ashes and pumice stones 
and covering Herculaneum with lava and mud. 
This violent interruption of the life of these 
cities has produced a document in brick and 
stone of the homes of the first century. For 
these cities on the Bay of Naples seem to be 
typical of the Ancient Mediterranean World, 
having been controlled by the Greeks before 


they were conquered by Rome. 


While walking through these excavated ruins, 
and noting the architecture of the houses, one 
was led to re-think the account of our Lord's 
entering the home where the disciples were 
gathered behind cldsed doors, John 20:19,26. 
After observing the first century homes in 
Pompeii and Herculaneum, and studying the 
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plan of the ancient house-churches as preserved 
at Dura-Europas, I suggest that “the doors 
which were shut for fear of the Jews” meant 
to John and to his first and second century 
readers the heavy double doors which gave 
entrance into the house, not flimsy doors or 
curtains into the dining or the sitting room 
in which the disciples were gathered. 


Closed all around by high walls without any 
windows or openings toward the outer world, 
save for the ventilation loopholes, the typical 
house at Pompeii resembles a small fortress. 
The entrance is by two doors, one at the 
street and the other at the inner end of the 
vestibule leading directly into the open court 
or atrium. When opened, these two large doors 
in alignment displayed the rich adornments of 
the inner house. In the House of the Bull at 
Pompeii, however, there is also a side door by 
which one may enter without opening the main 
door and exposing the interior of the house 
to the curious gaze of passers-by. In the house- 
church at Dura-Europas, the entrance doors 
are inconspicuous and not in a direct line - for 
fear of the persecutors. ‘These two main entrance 
doors would be the ones shut for fear of the 
Jews. 


It was against the outer of these doors that 
the foolish virgins knocked in vain. The man 
who came to the wedding feast without a wed- 
ding garment was thrust through these doors 
into outer darkness. Rhoda left Peter knock- 
ing at the outer door, ‘the door of the gate,” 
while she ran to tell the disciples gathered in 
a room on the other side of the court from 
this great entrance door, Acts 12:12-16. 


For both the triclintum or dining room and 
the tablinium or sitting room usually opened 
off the atrium or open court on the side away 
from the main door into the house. Unless, 
indeed, there was an enclosed garden behind 
the atrium, in which case the triclintum opened 
from it. Generally speaking, the triclintwm was 
as far from the entrance doors as the size and 
architecture of the house permitted. And from 
the accounts of Jesus eating and drinking with 
the disciples after His Resurrection, Acts 10:41, 
Luke 24:41-42, Ignatius, one infers that the 
meetings with the disciples recorded in John 
20:19,26 occurred in the triclinium. 


Now the entrances to these inner rooms could 
scarcely have been the doors shut for fear of 
the Jews. These rooms were open, or at least 
accessible, to other parts of the inner house 
for ventilation and for the serving of meals. 
They did not always have doors. In Pompeii, 
the large House of the Faun with its greeting 
_ Have has four triclinia, one for each season of 
the year. The Corinthian columns at some 
of the triclintia were never used to swing mas- 
sive doors upon. Telescopic lattice work is 
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used at the entrance to the triclinitum in one 
of the houses in Herculaneum. Curtains would 
hang over some of these entrances. The more 
we observed these houses the clearer it became 
that the doors which were closed for fear of 
the Jews were not the hangings over the en- 
trances to these inner rooms but those great 
doors by which one entered from the street 
into the atrium, or open court. 


Now this suggestion does not solve the ques- 
tion of how our Lord entered where the disciples 
were gathered. But it allows more flexibility 
or maneuverability of thought. No doubt, some 
will continue to speak of Him coming, as a 
ghost, through the door; but this can no longer 
be set forth as the necessary interpretation. 
Some who remember the power manifest at His 
Resurrection and the example of the iron gate 
opening of its own accord before Peter and 
the angel, Acts 12:10, may conceive of these 
outer doors opening before and closing behind 
the Lord while the disciples in the inner 
triclinium were absorbed in discussing the re- 
ports of His Resurrection. Others, mindful of 
the Ascension, will think of the cloud of the 
Divine Presence, or angels bearing Him up on 
their hands, or His Resurrection power lifting 
our Lord up and lowering Him into the open 
inner court, the atrium - leaving the entrance 
doors still closed. In his commentary on John, 
Professor Baur describes these entrances of our 
Saviour as miracles which one cannot explain. 

—W.C.R. 


Rogation Sunday 


The following is part of a bulletin just 
received from the National Council of 
Churches. 


It looks like before long each Sunday 
is to be devoted to a “Special Day.” If we 
continue, the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 
soon be crowded out of our pulpits in order 
to celebrate “Days.’”—Ed. 


New York, Feb. 28 — In grateful acknowl- 
edgement that all men are dependent upon 
Mother Earth for their food, homes and material 
possessions, churches across the nation will say 
prayers for the fruits of the farmer’s labor on 
Rural Life Sunday, May 6. 


This observance is held traditionally on Ro- 
gation Sunday, the fifth after Easter, and em- 
phasizes the intimate link between the life of 
the church and the cycle of seed time and 
harvest. 


The celebration of the Rogation Days had its 
birth more than 1,500 years ago, back in the 
fifth century at Vienne, in France, when the 
people held great processions and called upon 
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God to bless the land. The custom spread from 
France all over the continent and to England. 
In this country the first Rural Life Sunday 
to highlight the meaning of Christianity for 
country living was observed in 1929, at the sug- 
gestion of the International Association of Agri- 
cultural Missions. 


A Summer Church Camp 


Due to the secularization of both education 
and recreation the Church is faced with an in- 
creasing responsibility in both fields. 


Not many years ago there was a reasonable 
hope that our children would at least find a 
friendly attitude to the Christian faith in their 
school rooms. This is not always true today. 
Many tax supported institutions tolerate 
basically anti-Christian propaganda in _ their 
class rooms. For that reason the Church is in- 
creasingly moving into the field of Christian 
Day Schools. 


Also, the idea of Summer Camps has become 
increasingly popular. Again the Church is faced 
with providing recreational facilities where 
there shall be at the same time genuine Chris- 
tian training. One congregation which has 
pioneered in this field, and which has a large 
camp with full facilities, is the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. This camp, 
because of its size and aggressive program, is 
one of the most outstanding ventures of this 
kind anywhere and already it is being studied 
by other churches with the view of their starting 
a similar work. 


On page 6 of this issue is an article de- 
scribing this camp. The Westminster church is 
to be congratulated for its progressive and suc- 
cessful work in this new field. 


A TRAGIC LOSS 


The recent loss of outstanding leadership 
from the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., is not 
only to be regretted but is difficult to under- 
stand. Few realize its significance. Of the num- 
ber, six have been lost due largely to the Fuller 
Seminary controversy. These are men of out- 
standing scholarship and Presbyterian back- 
ground; men who were true to the Presbyterian 
doctrine and form of government but who, in 
the eyes of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, commit- 
ted a serious mistake when they became mem- 
bers of the faculty of the Seminary in question. 
Whereas their loss is a closed issue so far as 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., is concerned, 
yet the discriminatory measures which singled 
them out are hard to understand, for others who 


labor in non-Presbyterian work do so under 
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the blessing of the church. Certainly this points 
to the need of some sound thinking. 


In the group of those forced to leave, in one 
way or another, was Dr. Ockenga, pastor of the 
historic Park Street Church of Boston, who be- 
came a member of the Congregational church 
when the problem first arose as he was serving 
as president of the Seminary. Later (after long, 
tedious, costly ecclesiastical trials) came the loss 
of the other five: Dr. Charles J. Woodbridge, 
a member of a fifth successive generation of 
Presbyterian clergymen; Dr. Gleason Archer and 
Dr. William LaSor, both Princeton graduates, 
each having a command of seventeen languages 
and scholars of the first order; Dr. Everett J. 
Harrison, one of the best New Testament Greek 
men in America and Dr. Wilbur M. Smith who 
served four great Presbyterian churches, editor 
of Peloubet’s Select Notes and an accepted au- 
thority on references pertaining to the English 
Bible. These men were neither schismatic 
nor given to independency. ‘Their loss has 
been the gain of other denominations. Dr. 
LaSor and Dr. Smith were received into the 
Reformed Episcopal Church and the other three 
joined the Los Angeles Association of Congre- 
gational Christian Churches and Ministers. They 
brought no disgrace to the Presbyterian church 
—they merely exercised their rightful freedom 
as Presbyterians to be of service where needed 
for the cause of Christ. A loss for such a cause 
is indeed tragic. 

Dr. Albert J. Lindsey 
First Presbyterian Church 
Tacoma, Wash. 
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Revival and World 
Missions Linked 
By George S. Lauderdale 


non-Christian nations both require prayerh. To 
be revived means to receive new life, to live 
again, and since God is the Author of all life, 
before Him we must bow and beg for spiritual 
awakening. There has never been a revival 
which was not preceded by fervent prayer! 


Second Chronicles 7:14 contains God’s con- 
ditions for and blessings stemming from the 
quickening of believers: “If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, AND PRAY, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” 


Revivals of God’s people and missions or 


Missionaries must -live in a constant state 
of revival, with prayers ascending to God cease- 
lessly from and for them. They seek God’s 


PAGE 5 


uld 

ore 

me 

of 

en- 

es- 

les 

ity 

e 

a 

er 

yn. 

iS 

te 

d 

Se 

d 

er 

e- 

of 

e 

n 

g Bt 

n 


gift of rebirth for many others; there has there- 


fore never been a faithful preacher to men dead 


in trespasses and sins who did not pray. From 
the day of his conversion the missionary Paul 
continued in prayer; Ananias, who _ baptized 
him, found him praying. 


Other Similarities 


Days of revival are very busy like the time 
of a farmer’s harvest. A crop of immortal souls 
must be gathered in, prayed with, instructed in 
God’s thoughts, and trained to win others. Like- 
wise, the missionary is never idle, the Lord hav- 
ing a good work to occupy every minute, the 
laborers being few, the work urgent, the fields 
vast! 


Revivals resemble missionary endeavor in that 
they are characterized and carried on by the 
same things: plain and powerful preaching of 
the Bible and joyous singing of praise to God. 
Similar 1esults follow spiritual awakenings and 
mission activity, their one end in God’s plan 
being the salvation of sinners, the destruction 
of the devil’s works and institutions, and the 
edification of the church. 


Deliverance From Form 


Revivals cause men to quit going through 
religious motions and really pray and work in 
obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. He said 
that God must be worshipped in spirit and 
truth, and that the heathen are guilty of using 
vain repetitions in prayer. Only when convert- 
ed will a man admit that his deep needs are 
not met by _ false idols, dead _ philosophers, 
meaningless ritual! 


God is interested in saving souls everywhere, 
so loving the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. If 
God’s will were done, every pastor would do 


the work of an evangelist, there would be no. 


cold and proud churches, and speedily we would 
go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. Neither revivals nor missions 
could flourish on earth without the Lord’s help; 
in spite of, and not because of men, even His 
own, He gets the work done. 


Expansion 


Revivals further the gospel, providing the 
atmosphere in which lost men make up their 
minds to repent and be saved, and Christians 
determine to share Jesus Christ with the world. 
Young men hear the call to preach during 
revivals and respond by carrying the gospel to 
the ears of others at home and abroad. 


Pray for revival and world missions in the 
language of the Bible: ‘God be merciful unto 
us, and bless us .. . that thy way may be known 
upon earth, thy saving health among all na- 
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The need of other na- 
tions to see God’s saving power helped bring 


tions.” Psalm 67:1,2. 
forth this familiar plea for revival also: “Turn 
us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face 
to shine; and we shall be saved.”” Psalm 80:7. 


What the Christian Camp Can 
Do for Christ in Our Day 


By Julius J. Scott, Jr. 


(Mr. Scott served this past year as the first 


‘director of Camp Westminster, operated by the 


Westminster Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
Georgia. He will serve in the same capacity for 
1956. Mr. W. E. Rawlins, elder in the Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian Church, is chairman of the 
Camp Committee that sponsors this new 
project. Editor) 


Twenty-four hours a day Christianity! This 
is the emphasis that is possible in Christian 
camping. How often pastors and teachers la- 
ment the fact that only a few hours a week are 
given to the church while the home and secular 
school control the child for almost the entire 
remainder of his waking hours. At a Christian 
camp the situation is different. For the camp- 
ing period the child is being. taught the things 
of God, both theoretically and practically for 
the whole time. It is little wonder that church 
leaders are beginning to see the vast possibility 
of this medium in reaching young people for 
Christ. 


With the growing threat of juvenile delin- 
quency in every city, the churches, especially 
in metropolitan areas, face an undeniable chal- 
lenge to present the Gospel speedily in a prac- 
tical form to as many as possible. Schools are 
increasing in their -emphasis of anti-super- 
naturalism. Radio, television, and the moving 
pictures are elsewhere rising up to crush the 
soul of the modern young person. Not only 
do the unsaved need to be reached for Christ, 
but Christians need times when they can _ be 
built up spiritually and have fellowship with 
others their own age and with older Christians. 


After the resurrection Christ stood on the 


_ shores of the sea and said te the apostles, “Feed 


my lambs” (John 21:15). In His day, as in 
ours, efforts were made to bar the young from 
Christ; but He said, “Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). 
Surely we go amiss if we neglect these who were 
so important to our Saviour. | 


The Christian life is one that must permeate 
every phase of one’s activities to be complete. 
How often this truth is lost in the midst of a 
complicated theology. Luke says simply that 
“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
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favour with God and man.” (Luke 2:52). Every 
phase of life is mentioned. Paul says, “And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him.”’ (Colossians 3:17) . 
If everything we do is to be a spiritual service, 
then our young people should be shown and 
have the opportunity to experience living for 
their Saviour on the ball field, while working 
with handicraft, on a hike, or in swimming as 
well as when they gather together in a Bible 
class, or sing songs and hymns together in a 
vesper service. Children and young people who 
do not know Christ as Saviour can see the full- 
ness and beauty of the Christian life a 
Christ-centered secular activities. 


At a Christian camp this Chriet-consanad life 
can be presented. The counsellor, whom the 
camper looks up to as his group leader, his 
ball hero, or handicraft instructor, is the same 
person who teaches his Bible class, leads the 
song service, prays with him, and talks alone 
to him about Christ. The common distractions 
of the everyday world are shut out. In a seclud- 
ed atmosphere the teachings of Christ, the good 
news of His saving work on the cross, can be 
presented, and the Holy Spirit allowed to do 
His work in the young hearts with a minimum 
of conflicting influences. 


A camp, for the individual church, is a rela- 
tively new venture, in the South at least. Prob- 
lems of opposition are likely to arise from 
sources both in and out of the church. For this 
reason the real foundation for such a venture 
must be laid in much prayer and faith. 


At Westminster Presbyterian Church of At- 
lanta the camp is headed by a committee, made 
up of representatives from every department. 
This has proven quite successful in giving the 
entire church a hidiee of responsibility for 
the camp. Work parties, made up of all ages, 
go out at various times to do some of the physi- 
cal work. This contact with the camp has also 
served to keep interest alive. 


The opening of any new venture is always 
difficult, but the Lord was very gracious to 
Camp Westminster. Operating with very limited 
facilities, we had over fifty Juniors, Pioneers and 
Seniors from several churches and denomina- 
tions in three sessions. The program was out- 
lined with the purpose in mind to present a 
life that does, in all things, give Christ pre- 
eminence (cf. Colossians 1:18). Every aspect of 
life was included. Athletics such as volley ball, 
swimming, soft ball, hiking and group games 
cultivated body growth. Handicraft projects and 
an advancement program stimulated the devel- 
opment of mechanical skills. Bible study, vesper 
and chapel services, cabin devotions, and indi- 
vidual counselling introduced the campers to 
the teachings of Christ and His claims on their 
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lives. Social skills were learned as our young 
people lived, played and worked together. Good 
food and times of rest rounded out the schedule. 


During the conferences last summer, over a 
dozen of those in attendance accepted Christ 
as their personal Saviour. Many others came 
into a fullness of the Christian walk that they 
had not known before. 


No small part of the success of the first sum- 
mer at Camp Westminster was due to the hard 
work of our staff. No camp is any better than 
its weakest counsellor, and our counsellors, both 
junior and senior, did an excellent job for our 
Lord often under difficult circumstances. Camp 
counsellors must be able to meet unexpected 
situations as well as being qualified to carry 
their part of the program, meet the campers on 
their own level, and have a genuine love for 
the work and their Saviour. 


With the summer of 1956 ahead, we are look- 
ing forward to even bigger things at Camp West- 
minster. As the Lord provides means, more 
cabins are being built. We are looking forward 
to the time when we will be able to have a 
tabernacle for adult conferences on the grounds, 
as well as continuing the youth program. Other 
buildings and equipment will be added as funds 
are available. 


‘This year we expect to be able to take care 
of about fifty campers at each camp session. A 
new program will be presented, but again with 
the purpose of introducing our young people 
to Jesus Christ and building them up physically, 
socially, mentally, and above all spiritually. 


The forces of evil are at work and are using 
every means possible to effect their ends. Should 
not we, who serve the King of Kings, use every 
means to carry on His work? The field before 
us includes lambs as well as sheep. The young 
have an entire life to give to Christ. Christian 
camping is a field that is just beginning to 
present Christ to our young people in a twenty- 
four-hour-a-day situation. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


THE CHRISTIAN FaitTH ACCORDING 


To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 


postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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The Compelling Simplicity of [he 
Gospel as Preached by Billy Graham 


By George Burnham 


Honolulu — Billy Graham’s 40,000 mile 
speaking tour of seven countries in the Far East 
has proved that the heart and soul of man is 
the same among all races. 


The tour has shown beyond all question that 
people react the same way to the message of 
God even though they may have skins of dif- 
ferent color, speak many languages and live in 
cultures centuries, apart. 


Billy preached one message, with little varia- 
tion, to an estimated 1,000,000 people of India, 
Thailand, Philippines, China, Formosa, Japan 
and Korea. He had been warned there would 
be little response in most of these countries 
where dominant religions are Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism and Shintoism. Over 30,000 responded. 
There seemed to be no difference in reaction 
to that seen when he preached at Chattanooga, 
St. Louis, Toronto, London, Paris or Berlin. 


What was the message with such strange 
powers? What text could produce such results? 
Readers are likely to be amazed with its sim- 
plicity. His text for every major address was 
John 3:16, the most familiar verse in the Bible: 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Billy explained it in a language a child 
could understand, but adults were gripped with 
attention. 


Here are the highlights of the sermon just 
as delivered by Billy: 


“All of you know about this verse but few 
of you know what it says. It begins with these 
words ‘For God’. Who is God, some of you 
may ask. I’m going to tell you what the Bible 
says about Him. God is the one who created 
the universe. He made the sun, the moon and 
the stars. He made you. Now God does not 
have a body like us. God is a spirit. He is in 
Russia. He is in Africa. He is in India. He is 
here tonight. There’s something else 1 want you 
to understand about God. He is an impartial 
God. He is no respector of persons. You can’t 
pull any strings with Him. He loves Russians 
just as much as He loves Americans. He is holy, 
pure and righteous. 


“There are some people in the Far East who 
have the idea that Christianity is a Western 
religion. That is not true. Christianity was 
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in the East long before it was in the West. 
Christ was born between the East and West. His 
skin was not as light as mine nor was it as 
dark as some of the people who live in the 
East. I like to picture Christ as one who can 
stretch out His arms to the East and West. 


“Let’s see what else the verse has to say. It 
says ‘For God so loved’. Some may ask, Why 
was the human race created? Were we created 
to have all these troubles, frustrations and 
fears? No. God created man to love Him. 
God is a God of love. In order for there to 
be love there has to be an object to love. God 
created man and placed him in a paradise. They 
walked together in the cool of evening. ‘They 
loved each other. 


“But God gave man a great gift. He didn’t 
create him like we do an automobile with push 
button control. He gave him freedom of choice. 
He didn’t want man to love Him because he 
had to do it. He wanted man to love Him by 
choice. So He gave man a test. 


“He told him there was one fruit in the 
garden that he should not eat. If you do, God 
said, you shall die. Man ate the fruit. He 
disobeyed God. He rebelled against God. With 
that rebellion sin came into the world. Every 
person since that time has been born in sin. 
But, you, say, wait a minute, Billy. Surely 
you aren’t going to say that all of us will be 
punished because of Adam’s sin. That’s not 
all of it. When you reached the age of account- 
ability—an age when you could make decisions 
for yourself—you became a sinner by choice. 
You disobeyed God because you wanted to. 


“Now you ask, What is sin? I’m going to tell 
you. You have a body. You have eyes, ears, 
nose, hands and feet. One of these days your 
body is going to die and be placed in the grave. 
But you're more than a body. You're a living 
soul. Your soul is your intelligence. It has 
memory, hopes and fears. Those are things that 
are characteristics of the soul. Your soul was 
created to live forever. It is going to live for- 
ever whether you like it or not. I knew a man 
who took a revolver and blew his brains out. 
He only killed his body—not the soul. 


“And there is something wrong with the soul. 
The soul has a disease. It is worse than cancer 
or leprosy. The thing that is wrong with the 
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soul has caused all of the troubles and wars we 
have ever had. It has caused every difficulty in 
your personal life. Do you want to know what 
it is? The disease is an ugly word that God 
called sin. 


“All of us are afflicted with it. You're a sin- 
ner. I’m a sinner. The Bible ‘says all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. And 
the Bible says the wages of sin is death—eternal 
separation from God in a place that Jesus called 
hell. 


“The disease of sin is everywhere. You can 
go to the headwaters of the Amazon River in 
South America where savages live. You will 
find these savages lying, cheating, hating and 
filled with lusts. You can go to New York City 
where there is great culture with one of the 
highest standards of living the world has ever 
known. You will find the people of New York 
lying, cheating, hating and filled with lusts just 
like the savages. 


“Your soul was created in the image of Al- 
mighty God, but sin has separated your soul 
from God. He is holy and righteous. Sin can- 
not stand in His presence. Your soul longs 
and hungers for God but cannot make contact 
because of sin. ab 


“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the whole hu- 
man race could go to a doctor and get an injec- 
tion that would cure all bitterness and hatred 
in the world? Wouldn't it be great if such an 
injection could make us love everybody? ‘The 
world doesn’t offer such a serum but God does. 
He has provided a way for our sins to be for- 
given. He has made it possible for you to have 
peace and joy instead of misery and pain. 


“God loves you. He cares for you. He knows 
everything about you. Don’t ever think this is 
such a great big world that God doesn’t have 
time for you. He has the hairs of your head 
counted and He has a name for every hair. He 
knows where you live. He knows every thought 
of your head and heart. 


“I was walking along one day and accident- 
ally stepped on an ant hill. Many of the ants 
were killed. Scores were hurt. Their home was 
wrecked. I felt very sorry for the ants. I want- 
ed to tell them how sorry I was and help them 
rebuild their home but I couldn’t do it. I was 
too big and they were too little. We couldn’t 
talk to each other. 


“God looked down from heaven one day. He 
saw all the unhappiness and trouble in the 
world. He loved us and wanted to help us. 
But He was too big and we were too little. We 
couldn’t understand. What did God do? He 
did the most astounding thing ever done. God 
decided to become a man. That man was Jesus 
Christ. Jesus Christ is God. He walked among 
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us. He spoke our language. He healed the sick. 
He made the blind to see, the deaf to hear and 
the lame to walk. He was God. 


“Christ did something about the sinful con- 
dition of man. He went to the cross and died. 
The cross is a symbol of Christianity. On every 
Protestant and Catholic church there is a cross. 
Why? Because it was on the cross that Jesus 
paid the penalty for sin. He died in your place. 
They put spikes in His hands and feet. They 
put a crown of thorns on His head. They spat 
in His face. But the greatest suffering that 
Christ did on the cross was in the moment 
He cried, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?’ It was in that moment that every 
sin you have ever committed was laid on Christ. 
He died and was placed in the grave. But He 
didn’t stay in the grave. In three days He rose 
again. He is now sitting at the right hand of 
God the Father in heaven to make intercession 
for you. 


“Christ died in order that your sins could 
be forgiven. He took the hell that you and I 
deserved. That’s what God did. But you have 
to do something if you are ever going to heaven. 
There are three things that you must do. Listen 
carefully. These are the requirements of God— 
not Billy Graham. 


“The first thing you have to do is repent. 
The Bible says unless ye repent ye shall like- 
wise perish. What does repentance mean? Re- 
pentance means that you must confess your 
sin. You must confess you have failed God. 
That’s not easy to do. None of us like to admit 
we are wrong. None of us like to humble our- 
selves but we must do it. That isn’t all re- 
pentance means. It means that you must re- 
nounce your sins. You must be willing to turn 
your back on them. It doesn’t do any good to 
confess your sins unless you are willing to re- 
nounce them. You can’t have your sins and 
Christ at the same time. 


“The second thing you have to do is receive 
Christ. How do you do that? You receive Christ 
when you invite Him into your heart as Lord 
and Master and Saviour. You can’t understand 
it all. I don’t. You have to trust Him by faith. 
Faith goes beyond understanding. Faith goes 
beyond reasoning. 


“Suppose I go out to the airport in Manila 
to catch a plane for Hong Kong. I buy a ticket. 
The plane is standing there ready to take off. 
It is a beautiful plane. I have faith in the plane. 
I believe it can take me to Hong Kong. I have 
a ticket, but the plane goes down the runway 
and takes off without me. Why? I failed to do 
one thing. I failed to get on board. You must 
take the positive step of getting on board with 
Christ and believe by faith He will take you 
to heaven. 
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“The third thing you have to do is obey 
Christ. You must live for Christ. I have searched 
the Bible from cover to cover and no place can 
I find where it says you can be a Christian and 
live any kind of life you want to live. How do 
you obey Christ? You obey Christ by reading 
your Bible every day. The Bible is food for 
your soul. It helps you to grow. You obey 
Christ by spending time in prayer every day. 
You can pray anywhere—walking down _ the 
street, sitting in your home or driving your 
car. God will hear your prayers and answer 
them. You obey Christ by witnessing for Him. 
How do you witness? You witness, first of all, 
by the way you live. People will see you are 


different and begin to ask questions. Then tell 
them about Christ. Another way you obey Christ 
is by being faithful in your church. Christ is 
the head of the church and He has commanded 
you to worship and serve Him there.” | 


That’s the message. It’s as simple and pro- 
found as that, and people respond to it—a 
Hindu professor, Buddhist priest, drunkard, 
European royalty, American millionaire and 
street sweeper. 


“You don’t have to believe it,” said Billy. 
‘“That’s your academic privilege. I have only 
told you what the Bible has to say.” 


Christian Education -:- School Level 


By Rev. Morton H. Smith 


Professor Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 


At almost every turn we are being faced with 
the fact that our present public education sys- 
tem is not adequate. As we examine the figures 
of the growing population, and then look at 
our schools we see that we are far behind in 
our building program. The same is true of 
the supply of adequately trained teachers. In 
addition to all of this we are beginning to see 
that much of what we have been teaching our 
youth is not adequate in preparing them for 


life. We find that our young people, despite — 


the benefits of our great educational system 
still turn to various forms of delinquency. We 
find that all too many of our young men when 
put to the test do not stand up against the 
“brain-washing” of the Communists. All in 
all, an honest appraisal of the public state 
educational system of America indicates a basic 
weakness in it. We write this in some effort 
to suggest that for the Christian people of 
America there is a better solution to this prob- 
lem than the mere continued expansion of the 
present deficient system. But even more im- 
portant than this, we believe that on the basis 
of the principles of the Reformed Faith there 
is a demand that the’ Scripture makes on all 
Christian parents; which we can no _ longer 
ignore. 


I, The Theological Basis of the Christian Day 
School—A Covenant Implication 


A. The Import of Infant Baptism 


When we think of education we are thinking 
primarily of our children and their instruction. 
This is not to say that adults do not continue 
to learn throughout their lives, but the prob- 
lem with which we are dealing is that of the 
formal education or school of our youth. 
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What a burden of responsibility there is 
resting on the parent to see that his child 1s 
properly and truly educated! This is especially 
true of the Christian parent, who has the ad- 
ditional responsibility of seeing that his child 
is taught the Christian faith. 


Theologically the Christian parent and child 
are bound together by more than flesh and 
blood. For there is taught in Scripture the 
Covenant relationship which God has estab- 
lished with the believer and his seed. This 
covenant relation is sealed by the sacrament 
of baptism. It is not merely a dedication of 
the child to God. Of course the idea of dedi- 
cation is involved in the baptism of the infant, 
but far more is involved than that. The bene- 
fits of the gracious covenant of grace are rep- 
resented in the seal of baptism. It is because 
we believe that the children of God’s people 
are presumably elected by God to be the 
refipients of His grace, that we administer 
ba@tism to them as the seal of the covenant. The 
fag that God has commanded this application 
of the seal of His gracious covenant should be 
of greatest comfort to the Christian parent. 


.B. The Obligation of the Parent 


We must stop, however, and ask the question 
of whether the baptism of the child guarantees 


the reception for the child of the covenant 


promises. In answer to this it must be said that 
“Covenant privilege always entails covenant re- 


sponsibility. And this is just saying that the 


comfort and confidence of God’s covenant 
mercy may never be severed from covenant 
keeping.” (Christian Baptism, John Murray, 
pp. 90-91). As Mr. Murray goes on to say with 
particular regard to the efficacy of infant bap- 
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tism ‘“The Scripture does not extend to parents 
who have received baptism for their children, 
nor to the church of God an assurance or guar- 
antee that the children concerned are without 
condition the partakers of the grace signified 
and sealed by baptism. . . . To divorce the 
faith of God’s promise from the faithful and 
persevering discharge of covenant obligations is 
presumption and mockery.” p.92. We must, 
therefore, consider the covenant obligations 
which the parent undertakes in bringing his 
child for infant baptism. 


C. Parental Vows 


In our Directory for Worship the minister 
“is also to exhort the parents to the careful per- 
formance of their duty, requiring: that they 

. instruct the child in the principles of our 
holy religion . . . and endeavor, by all means 
of God’s appointment, to bring up their child 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
After this exhortation the covenant demands 
and promises are made in which the same 
thought is again expressed. The parents are 
asked to affirm that they “will teach (him) 
the doctrines of our holy religion, and . . . will 
strive by all the means of God’s appointment, 
to bring (him) up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord.” (B.C.O. Par. 355-356, pp. 
184-5). 


This then is a vow that is solemnly made by 
the parents when they receive the sign and seal 
of God’s promise in behalf of their child. It 
is a broad and demanding vow. It seems to 
us that all too few parents take this vow seri- 
ously. Its demand is to the effect that the parent 
will diligently strive to see that every educa- 
tional influence that comes to his child will be 
designed to mold and train his mind and life 
toward the Christian faith. In other words the 
Christian parent is obligated to see that his 
child’s education is positively Christian in all 
aspects. 


It is our view that this involves more than 
just the teaching of the Gospel story to the 
child. For we are committed to the position that 
Dr. R. McFerran Crowe so ably stated in the 
address at Weaverville this past summer, that 
“we do not begin, therefore, with a question 
mark, but with an affirmation: GOD IS THE 
ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGN and ALL TRUTH 
IS ONE.” (See Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
September 28, 1955, p. 14). 


This means that what we learn of the world 
around us, and what we teach our children 
about this world, if it is to be truly learned 
and taught, must be seen in the light of the 
Christian faith. To send our children to secular 
state schools which ignore the true source of 
truth is to fail them in our covenant obligation 
to our covenant seed. 
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Conclusion 


To conclude this our thoughts on _ the 
Covenant Implication and Obligation, may we 
simply quote Deuteronomy 6:6-7 and Ephesians 
6:4 with the comment of Charles Hodge on 
the latter passage: 


“And these words, which I command thee 
this day, shall be in thine heart; and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shall talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up.” “And ye fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath: but bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord.” 


“Children are not to be allowed to grow up 
without care or control. They are to be in- 
structed, disciplined, and admonished, so that 
they be brought to knowledge, self-control, and 
obedience. ‘This whole process of education 
is to be religious, and not only religious, but 
Christian. It is the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, which is the appointed and the only 
effectual means of attaining the end of educa- 
tion. Where this means is neglected or any 
other substituted in its place, the result must 
be disastrous failure. . .. It is only by making 
God, God in Christ, the teacher and ruler, on 
whose authority everything is to be believed and 
in obedience to whose will every thing is to be 
done, that the ends of education can possibly 
be attained. It is infinite folly in men to as- 
sume to be wiser than God, or to attempt to 
accomplish an end by other means than those 
which he has appointed.” (Commentary on the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, Charles Hodge, pp. 
360-361.) —Eerdman’s Edition. 


WANTED: School teachers. College graduates 
who desire to teach in Church School. Full 
time Christian work. Openings: First and 
second Grade, Sixth and Seventh Grade, 
High School, and Music. Write Wm. E. Hill, 
Jr., West End Presbyterian Church, Hopewell, 
Virginia, or call 5691, 6766. 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING (20 Pages) 
and 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (20 Pages) 
By Ben L. Rose, D.D. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Wilmington, North Carolina 
10c per single copy; $1.00 per dozen copies 
or $35.00 per thousand copies postpaid. 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N. C. 
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(From New Testament Evangelism 
by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 130 


THE CHRISTIAN ’S EQUIPMENT 


FOR PERSONAL WORK 


Equipment B - God’s Word. “For the Word 
of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart’ (Heb.4:12). The 
Bible is the soul winner’s premier weapon. It 
is the “Sword of the Spirit” and guaranteed 
by the Lord, Himself, to cut through. To at- 
tempt soul winning without the Word is utter 
folly. In the use of it, God’s will, whatever that 
may be, is accomplished. Look at Isaiah 
55:10-13. “It shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 
Read the whole passage. There never was any- 
thing said like that about any other weapon, 
or any other book. The man who leaves the 
Bible out of his equipment for personal work 
is far more foolish than a fisherman going forth 
without his tackle, a hunter without his gun 
or a carpenter without his saw and hammer. 
We will have another lesson later on “Fishing 


with the Word.” 


Thus in considering equipment we are giving 
first place to that part which comes from a 
Source outside of ourselves - the part which 
God supplies: | His assurance of His Presence 
and Power, and His Word in hand. 

Next, let us look at the human part of our 
working equipment. 

Equipment C - Human endowments. While 
no man should ever deceive himself by giving 
credit to any of his personal attributes for win- 
ning a soul to Jesus Christ, yet is is very clear 
that God intends for us to make the utmost 
use of every force within us which we can prop- 
erly bring to bear upon the effort. Somebody 
wisely said, “Work as if everything depended 
on you, and pray as though everything depended 
upon God.” ‘There is a happy combination 
of the human and the divine in this enterprise, 
but it will not be happy if we fail to exercise 
at its best the human, however small and weak 
it seems to be, compared to the mighty power 
of God to be harnessed with it. 

Equipment C - 1 - The Heart. “Love is the 
greatest thing in the world,” whether we speak 
humanly, or refer to God. God is love. If we 
have any love in us, it is but a spark reflecting 
the great Sun of Righteousness, Who created 
us in His own image. This has no reference to 


PAGE 12 


degraded love which descends into selfish ani- 
mal passion, but that high, clean thing born of 
God. It was expressed by the angels in the an- 
nouncement of Jesus’ birth: ‘Peace on earth, 
and good will to man.” Good will to man; 
desire for the good, for the joy of another. For- 
getfulness of self in the promotion of that good 
which others may rejoice in. That is love in 


its high sense. That is the Calvary quality of - 


love. “Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends,” said 
Jesus. “All that a man hath will he give for 
his life,” and the devil said that. (Job.2:4). 
We humans have great capacity for unselfish 
loving. God gave it to us for use, and it is 
inconceivable that He intended for us to use 
it upon ourselves. Let us give it first place in 
the human section of our soul-winning tool 
kit, for it belongs there. Paul, in his superb 
chapter on love (I Cor. 13) tells us that all 
our other fine qualities amount to nothing with- 
out love. A Christian once, talking to student 
volunteers, told them the first thing a mis- 
sionary had to do was to learn to love unattrac- 
tive people. It is easy enough to love those who 
are lovely. But to let your heart go out to a 
mean, spiteful, despicable person! that is not 
easy. It is something to be cultivated. That 
is what Jesus did, and we are trying to be like 
Him in this business. They were despised, 
sinning sinners whom He sought. ‘The Phari- 
sees made it one of their main complaints 
against Him. He actually consorted with them, 
because He loved them.. He hates sin, but He 
loves the sinner. Love distinguishes the sinner 
apart from his sin. The personal worker must 
learn to do this; not only look upon every man 
as a prospect, but determine to discover in every 
prospect something good to work with. The 
good is there, though ever so small and ever 
so deeply covered up by the obvious and out- 
breaking bad. It requires a Heart to discover 
it - a heart of sympathy. Therefore, have a 
heart. The hardest boiled criminal will sooner 
or later break down before the onset of a sym- 
pathetic heart. What a wonderful crusade - 
breaking down heart barriers with Christ! 
Next lesson: Equipment C-2 - the Mind and 
other faculties. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 
Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 


secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, March 18, Isatah 43:1-5a. These are 
as tender words as you will find in the Old 
Testament. Israel had sinned repeatedly and 
grieviously against the Lord (vv.22-24). God 
had to punish these sins through the Exile 
(vv.27-28), but He did not forget His people 
(v.14). What relation has the Lord always 
had to them (vv.la,3,7,14a,15) ? Hence the 
gracious words of v.25. The truths of this 
chapter are as true for the Christian today as 
they were for the Old Testament Jew. List 
the sentences and phrases in vv.l-5a that are 
particularly meaningful to you. Express to God 
the thoughts and feelings that come to your 
mind and heart as you think upon them. 


Monday, March 19, Romans 1:8-11. Paul 
had never been to Rome, but notice the keen 
interest he expresses in the Roman Christians 
as he writes to them. What does he know 
about them (v.8)? = What characterizes his 
intercessory prayer for them (v.9b)? Are there 
people whom you have never seen for whom 
you are faithful in prayer? What is the pur- 
pose of Paul’s desire to see the Roman Chris- 
tians (vv.10-11)? How does v.16 provide an 
explanation of Paul’s interest in these people 
and his desire to see:them (vv.13-14)? Does 
your awareness of the power of the Gospel 
cause you to be concerned for the spiritual 
needs of those outside your own immediate 
circle? 


Tuesday, March 20, Acts 4:13-20. Read 3:1-10 
for the incident which gives the background 
for the events of c.4. With what past event do 
you associate the religious leaders who gathered 
to inquire about Peter and John (4:5-6)? Cf. 
John 18:12-14. What charge did Peter make 
against them (4:10,11)? What was it about 
the apostle’s preaching that particularly dis- 
turbed them (vv.2,10)? Notice the forthright- 
ness with which Peter addressed the religious 
leaders (v.12). Was there anything in Peter 
and John’s background that could account for 
this behavior (v.13a)? What was the only 
possible explanation (vv.8,13b)? Does your 
fellowship with Christ enable you to speak 
naturally and boldly of spiritual things? Ob- 
serve vv.18-20. Does your fellowship with Christ 
give you the boldness to stand for the right 
in times of difficulty? | 


Wednesday, March 21, Acts 10:17-23. God 
reveals new truth to those who seek Him and 
obey Him. In vv. 1-8 what evidence do you 
find that Cornelius, a Gentile, was seeking the 
Lord? In Peter’s vision (vv.9-16) which pre- 
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dominated, his willingness to obey God or his 
own prejudices? What lesson did he learn 
through this experience and the events of vv.17- 
23 (vv.28,34)? As you read vv.17-23, what 
makes you feel that the arrangements for Peter’s 
speaking the Gospel to the Gentiles (vv.34-43) 
were of the Lord? What do you think caused 
Peter to obey God this time without hesitation 
(vv.20-21,23) ? Are un-Christian attitudes keep- 
ing you from obeying God in any of these mat- 
ters: stewardship of money? work of foreign 
missions? conduct of other Christian groups? 
members of other races? 


Thursday, March 22, II Timothy 3:14-17. 
List the difficulties that Paul tells Timothy he 
will face as a minister of the Gospel (3:1-9:; 
4:3-4). What mention is made of false doc- 
trine (3:6-9;4:3-4) ? What authority does Paul 
set up as the source of all true doctrine (3:14- 
17)? Are there similar issues confronting 
the church today? Observe that more than 
wrong doctrine is involved. When false beliefs 
enter, religion becomes a mere formality (v.5), 
worldliness sets in (v.4b), materialism prevails 
(v.2) and even open immorality may exist 
(vv.2-4). What does Paul call upon Timothy 
to do in the face of such a situation (3:14; 
4:2,5)? Which of these exhortations speaks 
to a need in your life? Do you try to hold to 
the taith on the one hand, and on the other 
support those institutions and agencies that 
fail to recognize the authority of the Bible? The 
first verse of chapter 4 provides an incentive 
for keeping the purity of the faith. 


Friday, March 23, John 1:40-42. From wv. 
23-34 what would you say was the function of 
the ministry of John the Baptist? What truths 
did he proclaim about Jesus (vv.29,33-34,36) ? 
What was his own attitude toward Christ (v.27) ? 
Would you say that he was a true believer 
in Him? What happened as a result of his 
telling his disciples about Jesus (vv.35-37)? In 
the midst of his popularity (vv.19-21), how 
might he have felt about his disciples leaving 
him (vv.37-39)? What immediate result came 
from Andrew’s following Christ (vv.40-42)? As 
a leader in your Christian group, do you draw 
attention to yourself, or do you sincerely try 
to point men to Christ that they may bear fruit 
for Him? 


Saturday, March 24, Galatians 6:14-18. A 
group of Jewish “Christians” were trying to 
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force the Galatian believers to be circumsized 
in keeping with the Jewish Law in order to 
be saved. How did Paul feel about this teach- 
ing (1:6-9)? What basic issue was at stake 
(5:2-4,6)? How would these verses apply to 
the belief that baptism is necessary for salva- 
tion? What did Paul feel was the basic moti- 
vation of those who required circumcision for 
salvation (6:12-13)? In what does Paul glory 
(v. 14)? What can Christ do in a man’s heart 
that outward observances can never do (v.15)? 
Do you base your salvation solely on what 
Christ has done for you on the cross, or do you 
feel that some outward ritual is necessary on 
your part? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Meaning of Christ's 8 uffering 


Background Scripture: Luke 23:1-56 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53 — 


First, let us get the FACTS 


and then Jet us look at the MEANING OF THESE FACTS. 


To get all the Facts we will have to read all the Gospel accounts of the Crucifixion and put them 
together. To get all the Meaning of those Facts we will have to read the entire Bible, for the 


Bible is “Christ-Centered,’ and the Story of Christ is “Cross-Centered.” 
and the Suffering of Christ, is the key to all history. 


the world is the only One Who can open the 
book and unloose the seals, the mysteries of 
the whole plan of God for the salvation of the 
world; the Story of Redeeming Love. 


In this brief study we can only look at part 
of the Facts, as given by Luke, and part of 
the Meaning, as we find in Isaiah. I wish 
to use our Devotional Reading, Isaiah 53, to 
interpret the facts and reveal the meaning of 
Christ’s Death. 


I. The Facts: Luke 23:1-56; “Christ Died”: 
(see I Corinthians 15:3) 


1. Some of these facts are given in chapter 
22. He suffered in the Garden as He prayed 
the prayer, “If it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me,’ being in an agony with the sweat, 
like drops of blood falling from Him. He 
suffered as He was arrested and led away to 
the high priests, and felt all the shame and 
humiliation of such an arrest. He suffered 
as He heard Peter deny Him, and showed this 
as He turned and looked upon Peter. He suf- 
fered as He stood before those two false high 
priests, the Great High Priest; as He was 
mocked, blind-folded and struck in the face, 
in violation of all decency. Have we ever been 
mocked by a jeering crowd of wicked men? He 
suffered as they led Him before the Council 
and condemned Him for telling the truth. 
Thus He suffered at the hands of the religious 
leaders of the Jews; He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not. His own people 
arrested Him and condemned Him; His own 
disciple betrayed Him; another denied Him; 
all forsook Him and fled. This added to His 
suffering. Leaving chapter 22, we turn to the 
chapter we are studying. 


2. Jesus before Pilate and Herod: “led: Him 
to Pilate.” 1-25. 


He had been rejected, mocked, and con- 
demned by the religious leaders of the Jews; 
now He is to face the political leaders of Rome, 
Pilate and Herod, especially the former. 
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The Cross of Calvary, 
The Lamb slain from the foundation of 


Sanhedrin had condemned Him for blasphemy 
because He said, I am the Son of God. This 
charge of “blasphemy,” however, meant noth- 
ing to the heathen Romans, so they had to 
invent another charge when they came before 
Pilate, so they accuse Him, saying, We find 
this fellow perverting the nation, and forbid- 
ding to give tribute to Caesar, claiming that 
He Himself is a King. What hypocrisy and 
cunning were interwoven in this accusation! 
Every patriotic Jew hated the Roman govern- 
ment and wished for somebody to deliver them 
out of its hands. If Jesus had offered Himself 
as this kind of a “Messiah” they would have 
flocked to His support, for they had tried once 
to acclaim Him “king.” The very reason they 
refused Him was because He would not allow 
them to take Him by force and make Him 
such a political ruler. Pilate soon saw through 
this artifice, for when He questioned Jesus 
about being a “King,” he said, I find no fault 
in this man. 


In their accusation they had mentioned Gali- 
lee, and Pilate snatched at this as an oppor- 
tunity of shifting the responsibility to other 
shoulders, for Herod was in Jerusalem at the 
time, and he had jurisdiction over Galilee. 
Herod was exceedingly glad to see Jesus for 
he had heard much about Him, and wished to 


“see some miracle performed by Him. Jesus 


never wrought miracles to satisfy the idle curi- 
osity of unbelievers. So, after mocking Jesus 
and clothing Him in a gorgeous robe, he sent 
Him back to Pilate. Think of the King of 
Kings standing before these petty little “kings” 
and being thus treated by them. Is it not a 
wonder that the earth did not open and swal- 
low them in the midst of their blasphemy? Pilate 
and Herod were made friends, but it did not 
solve Pilate’s problem. 


Pilate tries again in a feeble way to release 
Jesus. He tells the chief priests and rulers and 
people, “I having examined him before you, 
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have found no fault in this man... nor yet 
Herod.” He then makes a strange offer, “I will 
therefore chastise him and release him.” Sup- 
pose a judge should say today, of some one 
brought before him, “This man is innocent, 
but I will punish him, I will order him beaten, 
just to please you.” What would any fair- 
minded man say to such a disgraceful proposi- 
tion by a judge? ‘This did not satisfy the 
bloodthirsty Jews, and they cried, Crucify Him, 
Crucify Him! The voices of the howling mob 
prevailed and Pilate gave sentence that it should 
be as they required, . . . “and he delivered 
Jesus to their will.” The mob, instead of the 
judge, having its way. So ended this mock trial, 
to the disgrace of both judge and people. 


3. On the way to Calvary: 26-33. 


As they led Him away and He fell beneath 
the heavy load of the cross, they laid the cross 
on Simon, a Cyrenian, that he might bear it 
after Jesus. A great company of people and 
of women followed, bewailing and lamenting 
Him. He said to them, Weep not for me, but 
weep for yourselves and your children. I expect 
some of these women lived to remember these 
words; they lived to “weep” in the terrible 
days when Jerusalem was destroyed. “Two male- 
_ factors were led with him, and when they came 
to Calvary, there they crucified Him. 


4. The events while He hung on the cross: 
34-49. 


His beautiful prayer, Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do, was probably 
spoken while they were nailing Him to the 
cross preparatory to raising it and dropping 
it into the hole in the ground. There follows 
a scene of mocking and reviling which shows 
the awful condition of the human heart when 
saturated with sin and hatred. A superscription 
written in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew is placed 
on the cross. 


The conversion of one of the thieves. This 
man had a wonderful faith. He believed that 
the One hanging next to him on a cross was 
a King, and should come into His Kingdom. 
‘This seemed to be more than the disciples 
had faith to believe right at this time. Their 
faith appeared to vanish. Jesus’ reply to him, 
Today shalt thou be with me in paradise, is 
one of the many proof texts for our statement 
in the Catechism, The souls of believers are 
at their death made perfect in holiness, and 
do immediately pass into glory. 


The sun was darkened, and the veil of the 
temple was rent from top to bottom. The way 
is now opened for man to come to the throne 
of grace and mercy, for the great plan of re- 
demption is completed. The last word of Jesus 
was, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
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spirit. When the centurion saw all these things, 
he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a 
righteous man. Matthew says, (27:54), Truly 
this was the Son of God; also Mark (15:39). 
The centurion evidently made two statements 
about Jesus, (1) He was righteous, and (2) He 
was the Son of God. 


5. His burial. Joseph, and Nicodemus, who 
were secret believers, take the body of Jesus, 
wrap it in linen, and lay it in Joseph’s own 
tomb. The prophet had said, “With the rich 
in his death,” and this was fulfilled. 


II. The Meaning of These Facts: Isaiah 53. 


1. The very facts, as we read them and muse 
upon them, make the meaning obvious. There 
are certain conclusions which force themselves 
upon us as we see Him hanging there on the 
tree. We, as the thief on the cross, and the 
centurion, must believe that He is innocent, 
a righteous man, and has done nothing amiss. 
Then, as we behold the extraordinary events 
which took place; as we hear Him utter the 
“Seven words from the cross,’ we know that 
He is more than just an innocent man. He must 
be what He claimed to be, the Son of God. No 
mere man could have died as He died, or said 
what He said. 


Why, then, did He die? There are indica- 
tions in the events of the crucifixion itself. 
Barabbas is an example. He, a guilty robber 
and murderer, is set free instead of Jesus, the 
innocent One. If any man had a good reason 
to understand what “Substitution” is, that man 
was Barabbas, as he walked away, a free man, 
while his Substitute died in his stead. Three 
men died on those three crosses, (as someone 
has said): one died in his sins; one died to 
sin; the One in the middle died FOR SIN. 
So, in the facts themselves, we get a partial 
answer to our question. 


2. The Prophecy of Isaiah: Isaiah 53. 


We should begin our reading at 52:13. This 
whole passage tells about the Suffering Servant 
of Jehovah, and the prophecies here given are 
minutely fulfilled in the Crucifixion of Jesus 
on the cross. Isaiah first gives some facts and 
then explains these facts. In verse 4 he begins 
his explanation; Surely he hath borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows . . . he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities, etc. (read and ponder all these). 


The prophecy ends in a triumphant note; 
the Servant shall be satisfied; He will justify 
many; He will be great and strong. Calvary 
was not Defeat; it was VICTORY. 


To get the full meaning read the New Testa- 
ment Epistles and Revelation. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 25 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Riches kor The Taking 


Hymn: “I Love To Steal Awhile Away” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 13:44-46 

Hymn: “Wonderful Words Of Life 
Offering 

Hymn: “Sweet Hour Of Prayer” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

A fanciful story is told of a very generous 
king who became quite concerned about some 
of his poor subjects. Near the city where they 
lived he built a great storehouse and stocked 
it with all kinds of goods which the poor 
people might need. All that was required to 
receive these blessings was to express the desire 
for a particular thing and then be on hand 
to accept it when it was delivered. There was 
in this city of the poor one man who expressed 
many desires, but who never received the things 
he wanted. One day he was taken to the store- 
house, and there he saw a great heap of pack- 
ages all addressed to him and marked “un- 
claimed.” He had not had faith to take the 
riches which had been prepared for him. 


Last week we said that this program would | 


have to do with private worship of God. It 
is through private worship that we may claim 
many of the spiritual riches God has in store 
for us. Most of us would likely be amazed to 
see how many blessings there are in God’s store- 
house which we might have only for the taking. 
When we do not take God’s gifts, we rob our- 
selves of the joy of receiving and using them, 
and we rob the Lord of the glory of giving 
them to us. 


Our speakers will describe the two most im- 
portant elements in private worship, Bible read- 
ing and prayer, and will point out some of 
the riches which may be received through them. 


First SPEAKER: 

The Bible itself is a storehouse of spiritual 
wealth. It is filled with glorious promises which 
God has made to His people. A richly reward- 
ing experience is in store for anyone who will 
read the Bible with a view to finding and 
noting the promises it contains. It would be 
a good idea, in our devotional reading, to keep 
a pencil handy and mark all the promises we 
find. (To illustrate this point ask the young 
people to turn in their Bibles to John 14 and 
see how many promises they can find.) 


The Bible is also rich in wisdom and instruc- 
tion. When we think about the meaning of 
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life, there are so many things we need to know 
. . . SO Many questions that come to our minds. 
The Bible has answers for these questions be- 
cause it contains the wisdom of God. The 
Bible gives us information that can be found 
nowhere else. It tells us about God, about our- 


selves, and what kind of living God expects of 


us. (Ask the group to list the instructions for 
Christian living found in Romans 12.) 


The most valuable prize to be found in the 


Bible is Christ Himself. Jesus said that the 


Scriptures bore witness to Him. It is only 
through the Bible that we come to know Christ, 
and it is only in Christ that we have everlast- 
ing life. Surely this is the most valuable pos- 
session we can ever hope to own, this knowl- 
edge of Christ which is eternal life. (Have the 
group read John 1:1-18 to see what it reveals 
concerning Christ.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

The other practice which unlocks the store- 
house of spiritual wealth is prayer. Our lives 
will never be spiritually rich until we learn 
to praise God and thank Him for all His bless- 
ings. How can we adequately praise Him and 
thank Him unless we can contact Him person- 
ally, and how can we contact Him personally 
except by prayer? 


The thing that makes us spiritually poor and 
keeps us poverty-stricken is sin. We can never 
be rich toward God as long as our souls are 
burdened with sin. Our most pressing problem 
is to rid ourselves of sin, but we find that it 
is something we cannot do by ourselves. The 
Bible tells us there is forgiveness with God and 
that we may obtain that forgiveness if we con- 
fess our sins. Our prayers of confession and 
our requests for forgiveness open to us the 
riches of God’s mercy. 


There are many good things which we desire 
for ourselves and for others which we have not 
the power to obtain. Our inability to provide 
all these things makes us feel very poor indeed, 
but we do not have to depend on our own 
strength alone. The power of God is available 
to us, if we will only ask for it. We can take 
our desires to God in prayer with full assurance 
that He will hear and answer us. How much 
spiritual wealth are we denying ourselves 
through our failure to be faithful in prayer? 
(Ask for suggestions and comments from the 
group concerning the power and practice of 


prayer.) 
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One Minute Messages on Stewardship 


There are those who will not accept active 
positions of service in the Church because of 
the sense of family responsibility. Here is not 
a question of ability or time, but of a practical 
hindrance to our service. Certainly there are 
mothers, especially of the very young, who must 
seek the guidance of the Spirit in the apportion- 
ment of time and talents. But let us consider 
first, that an active local church life is rarely 
a sacrifice of family life, because so much of 
it can be shared as a unifying family experience; 
and second, that the “cleaner than thou”’ atti- 
tude of a Martha-like housewife is as unneces- 
sary in Christian living as the “Holier than 
thou” attitude we all seek to avoid. 


We recall the minister’s prayer in a woman’s 
meeting when he asked the Lord to forgive the 
woman who told him she could not come to 
the meeting because this was her day to iron. 
At first we chuckle, but reflection may lead 
us to ask forgiveness for the same fault. Let 
us consider seriously, therefore, the way and 
the time in which we can first serve our Lord 
through His Body, the Church. Let’s not wait to 
be invited or urged, for it is our reasonable 
service. | 


Family Life in a Secure America 


(Address by Rear Admiral Edward B. Harp, Jr., 
Chief of Chaplains, United States Navy, before 
the Women’s Forum on National Security.) 


Family Life in a Secure America contains the 
very clear implication that the security and 
destiny of our great nation is somehow bound 
up in the health of its family life. I not only 
concur with this conclusion but I make bold 
at the very outset to state that the family hearth 
is the major battlefield upon which the para- 
mount issues of our time, with all their con- 
flicting ideologies, will be decided. 

We all remember - with much delight - the 
wonderful story of the big bad wolf. The three 
little pigs had built their houses; one of straw, 
another of sticks, and the third of bricks. If 
one could question the two foolish pigs as to 
the reasoning which went into their construc- 
tion, I am certain that their failure could be 
attributed to a combination of two factors: 

1. They underestimated the threat which the 
big bad wolf posed to their safety - and - 

2. They overestimated the degree of security 
which their chosen building materials afforded. 


Either of these courses can prove fatal - as 
the two little porkers very quickly Piscovered. 
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We have committed ourselves, as a nation, to 
the very wise course of action typified by the 
third little pig. We must not underestimate 
the power of the military, economic or ideo- 
logical threats which today confront all those 
who hold that man is more important than 
matter and liberty a more precious commodity 
than life. At the same time, we must examine 
with the most careful scrutiny those materials 
which go into the building no matter how 
strong or how long the “huffing and the puffing’ 
of the big bad wolf. It is this latter factor with 
which this convention is primarily concerned. 


It has been generally accepted for many years 
that the strength of our national life stands 
in direct ratio to the strength of our family 
life. There is no need to belabor this point - 
for modern advances in psychology have served 
only to underscore the fact that the concepts, 
attitude and ideals learned in the formative 
years are at the forefront of those factors which 
produce the mature person upon whom must 
surely rest the ultimate security of the nation. 
It is in this sense that I again say we must 
regard the family hearth as the major producer 
of those materials of which America is built. 
Here is the question - and everything we ever 
hope to be rides upon it! What are we pro- 
ducing? Straw? Sticks? Or Bricks? It is in- 
evitable that we should produce some of each, 
but we must make very certain that there shall 
be no shortage of that mightiest of our national 
resources - the indiwidual American who is com- 
pletely and utterly dedicated and devoted to 
those lofty ideals and noble principles which 
have made us, in truth, a nation “under God.” 


What responsibility does religion bear in this 
matter? What contribution does religion have 
to offer the family? 


First of all - religion is an antique dealer. 
It has a way of conserving for the present age 
the very best of the past. It deals in values 
which have stood the test of time and of circum- 
stance. It offers to the family that rich heritage 
of moral and religious concepts which provide 
reliable guidelines for family life. Among these 
concepts none is more pertinent to our topic 
than that of individual responsibility. Religion 
teaches that we are endowed with the faculty 
of choice and no fact is more apparent than 
that the choices which govern our family life 
must be responsible choices if we are to con- 
tinue the molding of noble and durable char- 
acter. 


Let me be more specific. What are the real 
problems that cloud the picture of marriage 
and family life? Divorce is a matter of con- 
tinuing grave concern - and this leads us to 
the inescapable conclusion that many marriages 
are being contracted without that element of 
responsible thought and planning which are so 
essential to a successful and lasting family unit. 
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And what of juvenile delinquency? One must 
quickly add parental delinquency, for the two 
cannot be separated. The biblical adage, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go and when 
he is old he will not depart from it” is just as 
apt today as it was when it was written. The 
utter lack of responsibility which many of our 
parents exhibit in the training of their children 
is appalling indeed. Young minds are always 
filled with the thousand and one questions about 
life and love. From whence do the answers 
come? Unfortunately, parents are usually too 
busy to fill the vacuum of childish curiosity 
and the answers come from comic books, tele- 
vision fantasies, and conversations with equally 
uninformed playmates. 


The Armed Forces have occasion to observe 
closely the product which the American family 
is producing. Although we must never lose 
sight of that fine group of young men and women 
of sterling character, there is nevertheless cause 
for genuine concern about the picture as we 
see it. The Armed Forces in Japan recently 
experienced five deaths in two weeks from over- 
doses of pure heroin. AWOLism is costing over 
100 million dollars annually. A recent ques- 
tionnaire to a cross-section of Naval personnel 
reveals that 50 per cent considered that they 
were willing to be guided by the opinion of 
the majority in matters of moral conduct. <A 
recent Christian Century article indicates that 
prostitution brings $85 million a year in foreign 
exchange to the Japanese economy - ten times 
more than the tourist trade. 


These are disturbing facts and we must face 
squarely the question of responsibility. Where 
does it lie? Why is it that these things are 
possible among the sons of our great nation? 


There are those who say that the Armed 
Forces tend to corrupt our youth. Nothing 
could be further from the truth! The Armed 
Forces are the youth of our land and the moral 
climate is established by the attitudes and con- 
cepts which they bring with them. Responsible 
officials of the Armed Forces have become very 
concerned about these matters and out of their 
concern have been born programs of character 
education carefully engineered to meet this 
growing need for moral and spiritual growth. 


The root of this problem lies in the failure 
of manifold families to instill in our children 
the ability to make choices based on sound prin- 
ciples - and religion must always encourage 
parents to a stern confrontation with their re- 
sponsibility in this regard. It has been aptly 
said that to get our children off the streets we 
must first get our parents off the streets. The 
building of constructive character calls for a 
tremendous time investment - and it is for this 
responsible sort of positive parenthood that 
religion must speak in unmistakable tones. 
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Birmingham, Ala. — Dr. William A. Alex- 
ander, Jr., moderator of the General Assembly 
in 1952, died at his home here February 20. 
Funeral services were held February 21 from 
the South Highland Presbyterian Church, of 
which he had been pastor for nine years, 1932- 
194]. 


The former moderator died of a rare lung 
ailment that forced his retirement from the 
pastorate of First Presbyterian Church, Shreve- 
port, La., in 1953, and which prevented his de- 
livering in person the out-going moderator’s 
sermon to the General Assembly that year. 


Funeral services were conducted by the pastor 
of South Highland Church, Dr. Frank Alfred 
Mathes; Dr. John Alexander, a cousin of the 
former moderator and the secretary of the Di- 
vision of Radio and Television; and Dr. C. 
Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the Board 
of World Missions. Burial was in Elmwood 
Cemetery. 

Dr. Alexander’s service to his Church was 
exceptionally broad, and in terms of the geo- 
graphic areas in which he served as a pastor, 
and in terms of the service he rendered to im- 
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portant boards of the Church. He served first 
as pastor of the Brownsville, Tenn., Memorial 
Church, 1920-1923, after graduation from Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Seminary. ‘Then from 1923 
through 1927 he was at Central Church, Mobile, 
Ala. From 1927 to 1932 he was pastor of 
Highland Park Church, Dallas, and went from 
there to South Highland in Birmingham. In 
1941 he began his pastorate at First Church, 
Charlotte, where he served until moving to 
First Church, Shreveport, in 1945. 


Beginning in 1936, Dr. Alexander worked 
constantly on one or more of the boards of the 
Church, until ill health intervened. He was 
a member of the Board of World Missions 
from 1936 through 1950, having been named 
to that board by the General Assembly for a 
total of five terms. Dr. Alexander’s service to 
the Stewardship Committee (now the General 
Council) began in 1938, and ran through three 
terms, through 1947. He also served a three- 
year term, 1949-51, as a member of the Perma- 
nent Nominating Committee of the General As- 
sembly, and was a member of the Board of 
Annuities and Relief through 1955, having been 
first appointed to that board in 1950. 


Dr. Alexander was also honored by election 
as moderator of two synods, the Synod of Ala- 
bama in 1941, and the Synod of Louisiana in 
1949. An honorary doctorate of divinity was 
conferred upon him in 1929 by Austin College, 
Sherman, Texas. 4 


A native of Clarksville, Tennessee, Dr. Alex- 
ander was a son of the manse. His father, the 
late Rev. William Addison Alexander, Sr., was 
pastor of Mississippi churches, teacher of Bible 
at Southwestern Presbyterian University, and 
trom 1898 through 1909, the Stated Clerk of the 
General Assembly. 


Surviving Dr. Alexander are his wife, the 
former Ora Scales Reid, and two daughters, 
Mrs. Henry B. Yeilding and Miss Cornelia 
Alexander, plus two grandchildren, all of Bir- 
mingham. Mrs. Alexander’s home address in 
Birmingham is 3220 Pawnee Avenue. 


Memorial Service for 
Dr. Frank C. Brown 


Decatur, Ga. — Friends filling the chapel 
to capacity at Columbia Theological Seminary, 
came to pay their respects in a memorial service 
to a former member of the faculty there, and 
one of the most notable leaders of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 


The special service was held in memory of 
the late Dr. Frank C. Brown, moderator of the 
General Assembly in 1940, and for three years 
before his death, June 2, 1955, professor at Co- 
lumbia Seminary. The service marked the 
formal establishment of the Frank C. Brown 
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Memorial Section of the school’s library—a col- 
lection of books on evangelism and missions. 


Three ministers, including a former student 
of Dr. Brown, the president of the institution 
at which he taught, and a representative from 
the Church-at-large, spoke at yesterday’s service. 


The Rev. Sidney Maxwell, former student of 
the Columbia Seminary, professor and now pas- 
tor of Manchester, Ga., Presbyterian Church, 
called Dr. Brown’s ministry to his students, 
“deep and lasting . . . a benediction sent from 
God.” “Dr. Brown was a walking example of 
the things that God can do,” said Mr. Maxwell. 
He cited how Dr. Brown’s students remember 
him for his words, and even more, for his per- 
son and his presence, because his person and 
his presence supported his words. The students, 
said Mr. Maxwell, learned from Dr. Brown 
something of the power of God and of the vic- 
tory that comes from God. 


The importance of Dr. Brown’s teaching and 
Christian example of his life was again stressed 
in a message from Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 
president of the Seminary and the present mod- 
erator of the General Assembly. “We have seen 
Jesus made manifest through the life of this 
servant,” said President Richards. “Dr. Brown 
was a man of love and evangelistic passion 
which he sought to inculcate upon his students.” 
He called the late member of his faculty, “a 
man of great loyalty—to his Church, to the 
seminary, to his colleagues, to his students.’’ Dr. 
Richards spoke of the magnetic, Christian hu- 
mor and the great courage of this churchman, 
and told of the courage in expression of con- 
victions, courage in suffering, and the firm wit- 
ness of Dr. Brown. “He will continue to be for 
the glory. of God and the advancement of His 
service,” concluded the moderator. 


Dr. Claude Pritchard, secretary of the Division 
of Home Missions, and speaking for the Gen- 
eral Assembly, told of Dr. Brown’s numerous 
accomplishments and affiliations in the Church. 
“Dr. Brown’s heart was burdened for those who 
knew not the Christ,’ said Dr. Pritchard, re- 
ferring to Dr. Brown’s zeal in evangelism and 
enumerating his accomplishments in that field. 
Dr. Pritchard said that during Dr. Brown’s pas- 
torate (1920-1936) at Bream Memorial Church, 
Charleston, West Virginia, that church became 
the largest in the Synod and at one time had 
as many as six outpost Sunday Schools. The 
First Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas, nearly 
doubled its membership under the pastorate of 
Dr. Brown (1936-1952), making it the largest 
congregation in the General Assembly at that 
time. During Dr. Brown’s ministry in Dallas, 
sixteen persons went into full-time Christian 
service from First Church. 


Dr. Brown was a “great man of the Church; 
a great personal worker,” stated the Home Mis- 
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sions head. ‘He was a recognized leader in all 
phases of Church work—on Presbytery, Synod, 
and Assembly levels . . . he was a leader of 
youth and a trainer of ministers,” declared Dr. 
Pritchard. The speaker also noted Dr. Brown’s 
activities in numerous phases of community 
work in whatever area he lived. 

The Memorial Service was presided over by 
Dr. Manford Gutzke, professor at Columbia 
Seminary. Also taking part in the service was 
Columbia Seminary Choir, under the direction 
of the Rev. Hubert Taylor. 


Dr. Brown was a graduate of Hampden-Syd- 
ney College and Union Theological Seminary 
in Richmond. He did graduate work in Scot- 
land and was assistant pastor at the Henry 
Drummond Memorial Church, Glasgow. Besides 
his pastorates at Bream Memorial Church in 
Charleston, W.. Va., and First Church, Dallas, 
Texas, he served at Logan, W. Va., his first 
pastorate. 

The Memorial Section of the seminary library, 
as explained by Dr. Samuel A. Cartledge, 
professor at the Presbyterian institution, is 
hoped to become one of the best of its kind 
in any seminary in America. Books currently 
in the library and dealing with the subjects of 
evangelism and missions will be included in 
the new Frank C. Brown Section, and a special 
bookplate placed in them. Future purchases of 
books on these subjects will become a part of 
this section of the library. 


Friends of Dr. Brown may contribute to the 
section honoring him, by gifts of books or funds 
for the purchase of books. 


National Council News 


New York, Feb. 28—Two prominent Protes- 
tant leaders have conveyed messages of encour- 
agement to clergy and civic leaders in Mont- 
gomery, Ala., assuring them of their prayers 
and support in their struggle for racial equality. 


The Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., president of the National Council 
of Churches, in a 250-word telegraphed message 
to an official of the African Methodist Episco- 
pal Zion Church, declared that the multi-de- 
nominational organization’s official statements 
urging integration “indicate clearly that the 
wider fellowship of the churches, including the 
churches of whatever color in your own com- 
munity and across the land, support you and 
all others who are struggling with these grave 
problems.” 


His message quotes from a statement adopted 
last December by the National Council’s policy 
making General Board, assuring “the churches 
and our fellow Christians in these agonizing 
Situations of our sympathy and prwyers and of 
our resolution to assist them in ways that may 
be helpful.” 
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CHURCH and CAMPUS 


1. reer it gives you the complete picture, 
an 

2. Because 1956 is the Year of Emphasis on 
higher education; 

3. Because higher education is vital to our 
Church, and 

4. You can begin to participate by being 
well-informed. 


Presbyterian Book Stores 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


Send CHURCH and CAMPUS 


paper at $1 
cloth at $2 
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Address 
City & State 
CASH CHARGE 


RADIO 


| Presbyterian U. S. Series 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, March 18 


TOPIC: 
“Christ and God 
in the Present”’ 

Speaker: 

Dr. David L. Stitt 


Consult Local Station 
for Time 


Write for Copies 
of Messages 


Division of Radio and Television, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Dr. Blake’s message was sent to the Rev. Solo- 
mon §S. Seay, secretary-treasurer of the Depart- 
ment of Home Missions of the African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Zion Church, Montgomery. Dr. 
Seay is a vice-chairman of the National Coun- 
cil’s Division of Home Missions. 

A similar statement by Dr. Paul S. Wright, 
Portland, Oregon, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., points to his denomina- 
tion’s “consistent support (of the) movement 
toward a non-segregated church and a non- 
segregated society.” 


Davidson, N. C. — Davidson College received 
nearly $900,000 in gifts during 1955, said Dr. 
John R. Cunningham, president of the college, 
when he made an announcement February 14 
of the total gifts of the Presbyterian institution. 
This total includes $411,400 from the Ford Foun- 
dation, the president noted. Also included are 
the gifts through the Alumni Fund and gifts 
to operating and endowment funds. 

In the $879,763.21 total, $116,000 is from the 
alumni; capital gifts and bequests to plant and 
endowment funds, $339,583.21; and $12,800 rep- 
resents gifts to current operating costs. 


Davidson, N. C. - Davidson College students 
have been elected to Phi Beta Kappa and will 
be initiated on April 26. 

Eight seniors and one junior, Lawrence J. 
Trotti of Atlanta, Ga., were elected to the hon- 
orary society. All have maintained an average 
of B plus or better throughout their under- 
graduate work. 

Four are from South Carolina: 4H. Perrin 
Anderson of Union, John T. Harmon of 
Laurens, Fred G. Myers of Spartanburg and 
Arthur M. Martin, Jr., of Columbia. 

Others are Joe Billy Pharr of Cherryville, 
Larry H. Parrott of Charlotte, Joel O. Conarroe 
of Bradenton, Fla., and Richard H. Morehead of 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Among the eight are the outstanding leaders 
of the senior class. Anderson is president of 


the student beity, highest elective honor; Conar- 
roe is president of the senior class; Morehead 
is editor of the Davidsonian, student paper; and 
Pharr is regimental commander of the ROTC 
unit, with the rank of cadet lieutenant colonel. 


Louisville, Ky. — A spectacular early morn- 
ing fire destroyed the 48-year-old Second and 
Broadway sanctuary of Second Presbyterian 
Church here February 20. Loss was estimated 
at nearly $500,000, fairly well covered by in- 
surance, but replacement cost was estimated 
as high as $900,000. 


After the blaze was brought under control 
by firemen using a total of 18 pieces of equip- 
ment, police discovered that a safe in an office 
at the rear of the church apparently had been 
smashed open. They also found drawers and 
desks ransacked and a window at the rear of 
the church forced open. Investigation for any 
possible arson was launched. 


The Rev. Douglas Chase, assistant pastor, said 
nothing of value was kept in the safe, and that 
nothing of value was missing from church offices. 
Firemen saved both the large pulpit Bible, and 
the Communion service. The Bible’s cover was 
charred, and the Communion service smoke- 
blackened. 


Dr. W. R. Clarke, pastor of the Church, in 
a hospital at the time of the fire, recovering 
from injuries suffered in an automobile acci- 
dent two weeks earlier, expressed relief when 
told that the Communion set was saved. He 
said that he brought it with him from Scotland 
when he came to this country in 1950. It was 
a family heirloom, he said. 


The fire was the second in the history of the 
126-year-old congregation. The church was 
organized in 1830, and purchased its downtown 
property in 1869. A Gothic sanctuary, dedi- 
cated in September, 1874, was gutted by fire in 
1908, and restored, only to be hit by this second 
fire. 


COMMUNION SERVICE /DIETZ 


The NOISELESS and popular Communion Service. Everywhe re sought and enjoyed. Inter- 
locking Trays stack to convenient attractive units of any desired capacity. 36 glasses to each 
Tray—all rubber cushioned in straight row. Do not click, stick, tilt or spill. 


a BEAUTIFUL — LIGHT WEIGHT — DURABLE 


and carrying case 
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Pastor’s Individual Communion Outfit complete with six glasses 


Name in gold letters on Carrying Case, ‘extra, per ‘line ‘ 
Complete catalog of Church and Sunday School Supplies FREE on request 
ORDER FROM YOUR STORE OR DIRECT 


Trays are of finest aluminum, satin finish. Bread Plate and Offering Plate to match. 
Here is the Communion Outfit your church has long awaited. Investigate TODAY. Also 

learn of Pastor’s Individual Communion Outfit to take the Sacrament to sick and shut-ins. 
Delivery extra on following prices: 


’ Cushioned Communion Trays, with 36 glasses, complete .. each $13.95 
Cover, for - - e only $5.75 Base for Trays .... only 4.75 
Extra Glasses for per dozen 1.25 
Bread Plate, aluminum, wide rimmed, 10% in. ..... only 2.95 
Offering Plate, aluminum, maroon felt pad, 10% in. -.. only 3.50 


only 11.75 


10 S. Wabash Ave., Dept. 85 
CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS | 
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GIVE TO 


1,000,000 ARAB REFUGEES-HALF OF WHOM ARE 
CHILDREN-LIVE IN MISERY AND HOPELESSNESS. 


THE EASTER OFFERING 


CHRISTIAN 
COMPASSION 
FOR 
ARAB REFUGEES 


And For Other Needy People 
And Refugees All Over The World 


YOU 
CAN 
SEND 
HELP 


APRIL 1, 1956 
FOR THE RELIEF OF HUMAN SUFFERING — 


ADMINISTERED BY 


THE DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330 » NASHVILLE, TENN. 


“We ARE THE Lorp’s” Jean Dis. 
For Reformed Publications. $3.00. 


This volume is a beautiful exposition of vari- 
ous portions of the Heidelberg Catechism. ‘The 
first part deals with the subject“Our Sin.” Part 
Two discusses “Our Salvation.” Under the sec- 
ond part the author takes up the leading teach- 
ings that are found in the Apostles’ Creed, the 
Sacraments, the Ten Commandments, and the 


Lord’s Prayer. 


The author speaks sober truth when he says, 
“The word Catechism may be outmoded in an 
age of superficial thinking, but it still has a 
Biblical foundation and is based on Biblical 
methods. Jesus was called Teacher. Jesus com- 
manded His disciples to teach all nations. The 
Christian religion can be taught. There are 
principally two methods of teaching these 
truths, Luther said, just as there are two methods 
of picking apples. You may shake a tree laden 
with luscious fruit or you may pick the apples 
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one by one, so when we open God’s Word we 
are tempted to shake the branches and enjoy 
the wealth of precious fruit; however, it is proper 
to hand pick and select and study the facts of 
our faith one by one. Apples keep better by 
this method. The instruction in the Heidelberg 
Catechism follows this course.” 


People who tell us that we do not need the 
Catechism but we must have practical Chris- 
tianity forget that the most practical of all 
types of Christianity is that which is found in 
our best Christian Catechisms. Practical Chris- 
tianity has as its basis the will of God which 
must be known and this will of God is expressed 
in the Catechisms. 


The instruction here in the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism is a faithful guide to bring us knowledge. 
of the revealed Truth, the whole Truth, the. 
orderly Truth, and the experimental Truth. _ 


This book should be a blessing to all pastors | 
who want helpful materials to assist in com- 
municant classes. The materials in this volume 
could strengthen the minister’s sermons and en- 
rich the Sunday School teacher’s lessons. 
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